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SCQM Spring Gathering Minutes 
April 28, 2018  

Held at Santa Monica Meeting, hosted by Inland Valley Friends Meeting 
 
Plenary I 
 
Opening Worship 
 
The clerk reviewed the agenda and thanked our hosts Inland Valley Friends and Santa Monica 
Meeting.  The clerk then acknowledged indigenous Tongva people on whose land we stood.  The 
clerk then reviewed parking, donations for meals, Wi-Fi issues and gave brief Meeting for Worship 
with Attention to Business advices and queries and community expectations. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
All Meetings and Worship Groups present, with the exception of the following:  La Jolla, Las Vegas, 
Marloma/Long Beach, San Diego, Whitleaf 
 
Visitors:  Alyssa Nelson, Davis Meeting, PYM Youth Programs Coordinator 
 
Clerk’s Report  

 
Sarah Rose House-Lightner, Presiding Clerk, noted several calendar items.   
 

 Leadings Workshop: M&C is sponsoring a workshop on June 16th, 2018 at Orange Grove: 
“Leadings As A Central Feature of Our Quaker Action in the World” w/Betty Devalcourt.  
(Attachment 1) 

 
 Fall Fellowship 2018 will take place Nov. 3-4, 2018 at Temescal Canyon.  Annie Patterson & 

Peter Blood, authors of “Rise Up Singing” will be the keynote speakers. Staying over on 
Friday night will be an option this year.  (Attachment 2) 

 
 MLK Jr Holiday Campout 2019: The Retreats Committee has also scheduled a MLK Jr 

Holiday Campout on January 18-21, 2019 at Indian Cove at Joshua Tree National Park and 
Friends were asked to save the date and contact Pat Wolff of Orange Grove MM if interested.  

  
Proposed Buddy System for Hosting Spring Gathering: She also noted that Clerks Committee is 
developing a proposed minute on new rotation for Monthly Meetings Co-Hosting spring gatherings.  
The idea is to create a “buddy system”.  The challenge is that when we hold spring gatherings, not all 
Meetings have the physical location to do so.  However, if smaller meetings or those meetings in the 
farthest reaches of Quarterly can partner with larger meetings with facilities that are more centrally 
located, it can more thoroughly involve Quarterly and ideally make it easier for more Friends to 
attend.  It was noted that some smaller, remote meetings value hosting from their locations so that 
their members and attenders can have the benefit of visitation from Friends in the Quarter. 
 
Casa de los Amigos inter-visitation and support: The clerk then gave an update that an evaluation 
process was taking place regarding our support of Casa de los Amigos.  A few years ago, we agreed 
to use $3,000 annually for inter-visitation between the Casa and SCQM (from a large bequest that 
was given to SCQM several years ago).  There has been some inter-visitation but we have not been 
able to find someone to go stay at the Casa for an extended period of time (which was one of the 
intentions of the minute).  The evaluation process has just started with respect to the nature and form 
of this support and how it may continue. 
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Santa Barbara Faith in Action Minute: The clerk then reported on the Santa Barbara MM Faith in 
Action minute, which was a proposal to how to more effectively use the Peters Fund.  It was a 
proposal for a whole program under that fund.  Clerks Committee is discerning its capacity to support 
such a program.  Discernment will continue.  The clerk then reviewed what the Peters Fund is and the 
process for requesting funds and took clarifying questions. 
 
Finance Committee/Treasurer  
  
Sharon Gates, clerk, reported on behalf of the Finance Committee.  She then read the Finance 
Committee report.  (Attachment 3)   
 
The Finance committee includes Oliver Ryder, Peter Neumann and Sharon Gates. 
 
Finance Committee was asked to consider the topic of a Paid Assistant to the Clerk.  The committee 
recommended a two-pronged approach. 
 
The topic of support for Casa de los Amigos was then considered. 
 
The Finance Committee clerk then presented the current and proposed 2018-2019 budget with 
explanations of different topics, including the Paid Assistant to the Clerk, Casa de los Amigos 
support, the Fall Fellowship budget and the assessment. 
 
The Finance Committee is recommending the per-Meeting Assessment remain at $10. 
 
She also encouraged Friends to always let the Treasurer know about costs incurred with SCQM 
work, so we can get an accurate view of all costs, even if they are donated. 
 
There was a note about directories and it was clarified they will be charged for if they are printed but 
for the most part, they won’t be printed going forward and will be electronic (however, there is a line 
item for the expense of printing a limited number of copies). 
 
This was then laid over to the afternoon. 
 
Nominating Committee  
 
Katrina Mason, co-clerk, reported.  (Attachment 4).   
 
Katrina introduced herself and her limitations with respect to SCQM.  She also mentioned that she 
wanted to explain certain things before handing out the Nominations slate.  She noted that 
nominations for her are not just about filling names into slots but looking at ways Meetings can be 
connected and rising gifts for individuals who may grow into their roles. 
 
One Friend noted that it is customary to include the Nominating Committee on the slate.  Another 
mentioned that the current Registrar’s term ends in 2019 and there will be overlap with the new 
Registrar. 
 
The report was then laid over to the afternoon. 
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Ministry & Counsel 
 
Gail Thomas reported.  They are making a recommendation of having a liaison from the planning 
committee of the Southern California Silent Retreat under the care of M&C.  This will come up for final 
approval in the afternoon. 
 
Peace & Social Order 
 
Anthony Manousos distributed copies of 2 minutes that potentially might be considered in the 
afternoon if way opens. 
 
Sue Scott, of our host Inland Valley Friends Meeting, made an announcement regarding food. 
 
The meeting closed with worship. 
 
 
Plenary II 
 
Opening Worship 
 
The clerk welcomed any new guests 
 
Naming Committee 
 
The clerk noted that the Naming Committee is comprised of Judy Leshefka and Michael Dunn and 
then listed the members of the Nominating Committee and their terms.  The Clerks Committee 
approved the members of the Nominating committee (Other members of the committee include 
Shayne Lightner, Trudy Friedel, George Gastil, Betty Guthrie and Nancy Lynch). 
 
Nominating Committee   
 
Katrina Mason, clerk of Nominating, reported.  There was a second reading of nominated names.  
One Friend asked about the small size of the Peace and Social Order committee and if additional 
names were being considered.  The clerk indicated there are openings and needs for additional 
members, as well as those who might want to participate on a regular call the committee is intending 
to have that would hopefully have one person from each Meeting contribute what is rising from their 
Meeting with respect to Peace and Social Order. 
 
Another Friend suggested perhaps the Teen and Peace and Social Order committees could find ways 
to connect. 
 
Minute 04-18-01:  SCQM approves the 2018-2019 Nominating Committee slate as presented by 
Nominating Committee. 
 
Finance Committee 

Sharon Gates reported.  The gathering then had a second reading of the committee’s proposals. 

 
Minute 04-18-02:  SCQM approves Finance Committee’s recommendation for SCQM to create an ad 
hoc committee to draft a job description, research other logistical and practical hiring components and 
bring recommendations to Fall Fellowship 2018 for the permanent engagement of an administrative 
assistant to the presiding clerk. 



SCQM Spring Gathering 2018 Minutes * Final v. 5/28/18 

Page | 4 
 

 
The gathering then spent time discerning and offering suggestions of those who might serve on this 
ad hoc committee. 
 
The names of Judy Leshefka, Christine Reynaert and Suzanne Doss were offered. 
 
Minute 04-18-03:  SCQM approves the 2018-2019 budget of $20,680 as presented by Finance 
Committee. 
 
Minute 04-18-04:  SCQM approves a 2018-2019 per member assessment of $10.   
 
Peace And Social Concerns Committee 
 
Anthony Manousos reported.  See report attached. 
 
FCNL Advocacy teams have started in California, including the San Gabriel Valley (which has 
involved 4 meetings).  There are 90 people on the mailing list and a coalition involving ICUJP and 
many other diverse organizations.  A visit to detainees in Ottowa detention facility is planned.  Santa 

Barbara had a retreat looking at George Fox’s witness.  Ojai, San Diego & La Jolla have been 

involved in the Golden Rule, an anti-war peace ship.  OC Friends have been supporting Human 
Options, which deals with issues of family violence, and are visiting prisons.   
 
One Friend mentioned Inland Valley Friends has a minute on nuclear disarmament.  Another 
mentioned that Santa Barbara Meeting is deeply involved in AVP work and that that should be 
considered work of SCQM. 
 
The gathering then considered the minute from Orange Grove Meeting about averting war with North 
Korea and one from Santa Monica on income inequality (Attachment 5): 
 
Minute 04-18-05:  Friends here gathered from SCQM approved the spirit of the Minute of Concern 
About Averting War with North Korea approved by Orange Grove Meeting and recommends this be 
sent back to each monthly meeting to be considered for support and action.  The clerk will send this 
to the clerks of Monthly Meetings. 
 
The Santa Monica minute on income inequality was then read to the gathering. 
 
Minute 04-18-06:  Friends here gathered from SCQM recommend sending this minute from Santa 
Monica Meeting on income inequality back to each monthly meeting to be considered for support and 
action.  The clerk will send this to the clerks of Monthly Meetings. 
 
Peggy Craik reported on FCLCA activities. 
 
Another Friend noted on May 21, FCLCA is having a Quaker lobbying day in Sacramento.  It’s in the 
middle of Poor People’s Campaign for action.  This Friend also asked for those struggling with 
poverty and housing challenges to be held in the Light. 
 
Ministry & Counsel 
 
Gail Thomas revisited the proposal to have a liaison from the planning committee of the Southern 
California Silent Retreat to M&C and have the Silent Retreat under the care of M&C.   
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Minute 04-18-07:  SCQM approves having a liaison from the planning committee of the Southern 
California Silent Retreat to M&C and bringing the spiritual but not financial care of the Silent Retreat 
under M&C of SCQM.  The Silent Retreat finances will continue to be managed independently from 
SCQM.  The Silent Retreat committee will submit annual financial and status reports. 
 
SCQM Youth Programs  
 
The lack of youth at the spring gathering was noted.  Alyssa Nelson mentioned that though she works 
for PYM, she is available as a resource to Quarterly meetings at their request.  It was mentioned that 
the SCQM youth committee over the last year was very understaffed.  The lack of youth last year and 
this year at spring gathering is considered an anomaly and the plan is going forward to having youth 
programs at SCQM spring gatherings and to network throughout the Quarterly to establish liaisons 
with the youth committee.  If Friends have a passion for this, they are encouraged to contact 
Nominating Committee.   
 
Pacific Yearly Meeting 
 
Lawrence Alderson, PYM Registrar, noted that registration for Annual Session will open next week 
(May 1).  There has been more focus on ride-sharing this year and on making it easier for SCQM 
Friends to travel north.  He invited Friends to consider roles at Annual Session which will cover the 
fees of attending Annual Session. 

 
LA Young Adult Friends 
 
The presiding clerk noted that an LA Young Adult Friends group exists and has a Facebook group 
and plans occasional gatherings. 
 
Afghan Girls School Update  
 
The presiding clerk read a letter from the CA Afghan Girls School committee with a decision to lay the 
program down due to challenges supervising the two schools from so far away.  They will continue to 
pay salaries and NGO fees through the end of the semester.  They will continue to be a fiscal sponsor 
through June 2018.  (Attachment 6) 

 
Unseasoned Concerns 
 
A Friend announced AFSC sponsoring a class on racism and accompaniment beginning the first 
Tuesday in August at 5:00 p.m.  Please talk to Arthur Kegerreis if you are interested. 
 
Another Friend mentioned she was an alumni of the Woolman Semester at the Sierra Friends Center.  
The School and the Center is looking at their future and deciding what to do.  If Friends have a 
perspective on that or Friends want to donate please contact Sierra Friends Center. 
 
Plenary II closed with worship. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah Rose House-Lightner, Presiding Clerk 
Shayne Lightner, Recording Clerk 
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