Southern California Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Fall Fellowship
October 31 - November 2, 2025 


Healing our Community and Using our Community for Personal Healing. 
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[bookmark: _Call_to_SCQM]Call to SCQM Fall Fellowship
October 31 - November 2 2025
at Temescal Canyon & on Zoom

Loss almost always involves a lot of paperwork. My wife and I are survivors of the Eaton Fire, and are presently working through a “personal property inventory”, enumerating our ‘stuff’, and its value when we go to replace it. A beat-up old couch, my socks and underwear, old family photos and letters – really old, from the 1850s, a town ledger from 1791. So we figure out we can replace these, for how much. Easy enough for socks and underwear, the traditional Christmas gifts (I was grateful, too!). For old family photos, what can you do? There’s a term insurers use: “cherished possessions”. This indicates something that has little value on the market, but has very high value to the person who lost it. It is a tedious process at best, painful often, but it is also a rediscovery: this is who I am - is this who I am? What do I mean by “cherish”, and why. Much of it has to do with past, with family history and stories, and without those objects it’s easy to fear those stories becoming lost. Is there healing in that tedious process? I guess so.

We’ll furnish our rebuilt house, make new memories as the cliché goes, maybe redefine ourselves as well? Perhaps healing is finding who we are after loss.
For decades we’ve gathered as southern California friends in fellowship at Temescal Canyon. That place was damaged by the firestorms, so we’re meeting this year someplace different, a further journey for most of us, up in the San Bernardino Mountains. I ask all of us to come and see how this gathering shapes and defines us as southern California Quakers.

In addition to our keynote presentations and worship sharing on Saturday and Sunday mornings we will have interest and affinity groups, time for fellowship, hiking, plenaries, community night, and worship.
In peace,
Dan Strickland, SCQM clerk


Fall Fellowship Theme

The theme will center around "Healing our Community and Using our Community for Personal Healing."  The two keynote presentation slots will present exercises selected to concentrate on community-building, conflict resolution and forgiveness.

Format: Two morning sessions, each followed by worship-sharing
	1 or 2 groups of 15 or fewer people each
	2 to 4 facilitators

Session 1: Community-building Exercises
	Gathering: Adjective names + my favorite hiding place as a child
	L&L: Big wind blows
	Exercise: Affirmation, something you don't know about me
	Exercise: Forgiveness Quadrants

Worship-sharing Queries 1
	What does (the Meeting) community mean to you?
	How is community different from family?

Session 2: Aids for Personal Healing and Dealing with Grief
	Gathering: A way I let others know I have a positive attitude
	Exercise: Concentric circles
		A time I made someone happy...
		One relationship in my life I'd like to transform...
	Exercise: Signals and Sidetracks
	Exercise: Sharing a conflict I resolved non-violently (time permitting)
	L&L: Pattern ball

Worship-sharing Queries 2:
	What help can the Meeting community provide for your healing and grieving?
	How can our Meetings support us better?
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[bookmark: _What_to_Bring]What to Bring to Fall Fellowship

For Everyone (Commuters and Overnighters):

Any special foods or medicines -- space in a refrigerator will be made available.
Plates, bowls, silverware if you want to wash your own dishes instead of using disposables
Cloth napkin, mug for coffee and tea
Sunscreen, sunglasses, hats
Umbrella
Bug spray
Water bottle
Good walking shoes
Jacket or sweater for chilly nights -- multiple layers are recommended: We are expecting highs in the low-50s & 60s during the day and lows in the 30s & 40s at night) 
Name tag holder, if you have one already
Chargers

Overnighters
Sleeping bags (unless staying in a Private Room) – please bring an extra if you have it so that a friend might borrow it for the weekend if needed.
Sleepwear
Soap, shampoo, etc.
Earplugs, in the event that your roommate snores
Towels, pillow, pillowcase
Flashlight
Check-in time is 4 PM on Friday
Checkout time is 11 AM Sunday (rooms clear & keys returned)
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Community Expectations for
Southern California Quarterly Meeting

SCQM gatherings are gatherings of the Beloved Community where Friends experience fellowship and worship, working together to discover the will of the Divine.  In order for our time together to be joyful and safe, we embrace the following expectations:

· We come together in joyful anticipation of recognizing that of God in each other.  We put aside our worldly and individual desires to unite in something greater.  Our worship is the foundation for our deep seeking.

· We acknowledge that this is a gathering planned and run by volunteers.  We acknowledge their work by honoring the schedule, the arrangements, and the space they have created for us.

· We communicate our personal boundaries and respect those of others.  We are willing to ask for help when we encounter hurdles.  Arrangements Committee members or Compassionate Listeners specially designated by Ministry & Counsel are available if you need to address a challenging situation.  These Friends names and how to connect with them will be posted either online or at the check-in table and announced at plenary.

· We embrace children as integral members of our community.  We ensure that they and their parents are supported so that our young Friends are safe, supervised and engaged. 

· We refrain from use of alcohol and recreational drugs during the gathering.

· We abide by the guest policies of our host site.  


May all our gatherings be guided by love and filled with Light.  




[bookmark: _COVID-19_Safety_Policy]COVID-19 Safety Policy

If you have any symptoms of any illness, even with a negative covid test, please stay home and attend on zoom. 

If you are recovering from a virus, but are still partly symptomatic, you are still contagious, even up to 2 weeks after onset of symptoms. If you have even mild residual symptoms and if you choose to attend Fall Fellowship, please wear a mask and maintain your distance. If you have had a recent close exposure (within a week) to a person with a respiratory virus, please wear a mask if you choose to attend in person. 

Vaccination against all communicable diseases is strongly encouraged.
While we allow masks to be optional, remember that many among us are in higher risk groups, and using a mask is both prudent and considerate.  
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Back to Basics: The Roots and Fruits of Quaker Testimonies 

November 2 & 3, 2024  
Adapted from 2001 PacYM Worship Sharing Guidelines 
We come knowing that we will gather in stillness – to listen, to be silent, to share from  our hearts. 
We speak from our own experiences and feelings. Experience, like taste, is real and  complete. It is not a subject of discussion, but a window into another life. 
We speak for ourselves out of the silence. We do not answer, debate, disagree, or try to  solve someone else’s problem. 
We speak once on each round; we may pass or delay our turn. 
We listen compassionately, putting ourselves into the feelings of the person speaking,  whose experience and reaction may be very similar or very different from our own. 
We take time in the stillness to hold what we have heard in the Light. 
We notice the time to be sure everyone has time to share. The convener will remind us if we lose tract of time speaking and when it is time to close. 
The queries are to remind us of some common experiences. If we are moved by the  Spirit to speak on something else close to our hearts, we should follow the Spirit. 
We remember that everything said is confidential. 
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Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Healing

Meeting for worship for healing (healing prayer) is a gathering for the purpose of holding people, concerns, and situations in the Light. Healing has been an activity of Friends from the very beginning.   The attention of worshipers is directed to the persons, concerns, and situations for which healing prayer has been requested. 
Spirit is present within and around us all the time and illuminates the worship for Friends from within. Friends assembled often experience a sense of being surrounded by Light or warmth or a loving Presence. Holding the person or situation in the Light both corporately and individually, we join with Spirit to help make the change that is needed.
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Plenary 1,  Saturday, November 2, 9:30 - 10:15 am 

1. Welcome, Sacred Land Acknowledgement
2. Community Expectations
3. Introduce members of M&C and Compassionate Listeners
4. Zoom Logistics 
a. Chat respectfully during designated times
b. Digital Hands
c. Mute/Unmute
5. Roll Call & Welcome Visitors
6. Review Schedule
7. Naming committee - first reading, Dan Strickland
8. Nominating Slate - first reading, George Gastil
9. Announcements
10. Reading Action Minutes - recording clerk
11. Closing Worship

Plenary 2, Sunday, November 3, 9:30 - 10:15 am 

1. Worship
2. Welcome visitors
3. Presiding Clerk’s report – Dan Strickland
4. Naming committee - second reading, Dan Strickland
5. Nominating second reading of nominations – George Gastil
6. Treasurer’s report - Gary Wolff
7. Registrar’s report - Lawrence Alderson
8. Announcements
9. Reading Action Minutes - recording clerk
10. Closing Worship
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*All activities will be in this zoom link unless otherwise noted in the schedule.  Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7493369429 

 Friday Night, October 31, 2025
	Time 
	Event
	Location, Activity Leaders and/or Other Important Information

	6:30-7:30
	Dinner & Fellowship
	Huckleberry Hall

	7:00 – 9:00
	Quaker Dialogue
	In Oak and Online
Ministry & Counsel and Peace & Social Concerns
Healing Our Community and Using Our Community for Personal Healing: We will explore healing from personal experience and in our meetings, worship groups and larger Quaker community





 Saturday, November 1, 2025
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7493369429 

	Time
	Event(s)
	Activity Leaders or Other Important Information

	8:00 – 8:50
	Breakfast
	Huckleberry Hall

	8:50 – 9:00
	Gathering time
	Oak and Online

	9:00 – 9:30
	Worship
	Oak and Online

	9:30 – 10:15
	Plenary I
	Oak and Online
Dan Strickland, Presiding Clerk

	10:15 – 10:30
	BREAK
	 

	10:30 – 11:45
	Panel 1
 
	Oak and Online 
Community-building Exercises
	Gathering: Adjective names + my favorite hiding place as a child
	L&L: Big wind blows
	Exercise: Affirmation, Something you don't know about me
	Exercise: Forgiveness Quadrants

	12:00 – 1:00 
	LUNCH 
	Huckleberry Hall

	1:15 – 2:30
	1st Worship Sharing
	Online and posted Onsite WS locations
M&C facilitators: What does (the Meeting) community mean to you?
	How is community different from family?

	2:45 – 3:45
	Interest Groups
	Oak and Online

Faith & Practice revision: Sue Scott
My Peace Corps experience and white savior: Dan Strickland

	4:00 - 5:00
	Affinity groups / Free time
	See Posted Affinity Group locations

	5:15 - 6:15
	Meeting for Healing
	 Oak (onsite only)

Ministry & Counsel

	6:00 – 7:00
	DINNER BREAK
	Huckleberry Hall

	7:30 - 9:00
	Community Night 
	Board Games, Fire in Dining Hall fireplace





Sunday, November 3, 2024 *Remember to set your clocks back one hour!
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7493369429 

	Time
	Event(s)
	Activity Leaders or Other Important Information

	8:00 – 8:45 am

	BREAKFAST
	Huckleberry Hall

	8:45 - 10:00
	Panel 
	Oak and Online
Aids for Personal Healing and Dealing with Grief
	Gathering: A way I let others know I have a positive attitude
	Exercise: Concentric circles
		A time I made someone happy...
		One relationship in my life I'd like to transform...
	Exercise: Signals and Sidetracks
	Exercise: Sharing a conflict I resolved non-violently (time permitting)
	L&L: Pattern ball


	10:15 - 11:15
	Worship Sharing 2
	Online and Posted WS locations
What help can the Meeting community provide for your healing and grieving?
	How can our Meetings support us better?


	11:15 - 11:45
	Clean up and pack out rooms
	Cabins (onsite only)

	12:00 – 1:00
	Interest Group
	Oak and Online
1. Peace & Social Concerns:
Protect, Resist and Build: In what ways can SoCal Quakers best support each other and our communities at this challenging time?
How do we answer that of God in everyone we encounter? Let us respond with peace-making, loving good trouble and care for our communities. Hear from friends around Southern California engaged in social action and service to vulnerable members of the community.

2. What does membership mean? : Dan Strickland



	1:15 - 2:15
	LUNCH 
	Huckleberry Hall

	2:30 - 3:15
	Plenary II and Closing Worship
	Oak and Online

Dan Strickland, Presiding Clerk
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